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2023 Black History Month – Celebration of Black 
Excellence in Canada: Yesterday and Today

Presented to the DCDSB Board of Trustees, February 27, 2023
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Introduction

▪ February is celebrated as Black 
History Month in Canada 

▪ This year marks the 47th edition

▪ Celebrates the contributions of people 
of African descent or Black origin to 
Canada’s development and

▪ Black excellence in the Canadian 
context

▪ The theme this year is “Ours to tell”

▪ Emphasis on recognition beyond 
February
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Black History Month and DCDSB Multi-Year Strategic Plan

Activities for Black 
History Month are 
aligned with 
Discovery 2023 
strategic priorities of 
Excellence, Equity 
and Engagement.
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School Presentations

Notre Dame CSS

"Friday Night Drummers"

• Delivered an interactive presentation through music, dance 

and storytelling highlighting some of the rich African culture 

that forms a part of African Diaspora collective history with 

a selection of rhythms used in West African Nations such 

as Guinea, Mali and Sierra Leone.

St. Paul and St. Theresa

"Testament" (Tanika 'Insight' Riley and Matthew Jones)

• Tanika was honored as one of 100 Accomplished Black Women 

in Canada for 2020. They spoke and rapped about peace, love, 

unity, the power of words and shared a brief history on rap in 

Canada.
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Interactive Displays For Students Celebrating 
Black Excellence

This is just one of 
the many posters 
that are 
displayed in our 
schools to 
celebrate Black 
Excellence

SLIDE 

NUMBER



Student Voice 

SLIDE 

NUMBER

The St. Mary's "Unity 

Team" delivered a 

workshop called "The 

Power of Words" to 3 

elementary feeder 

schools (St. Monica, 

St. Wilfrid and St. 

Elizabeth Seton) over 

February. Students 

spoke about the 

importance and power 

of the words we use.



Student Learning

SLIDE 

NUMBER



Board Office Events

▪ Staff led BHM events for Catholic 
Education Centre and Operations, 
Maintenance & Admin (OMAC) 
staff

▪ A liturgy and presentation held on 
February 3 at the Pope Francis 
Center. Approx. 150 staff attended
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Black Leadership History Event
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Communications – Black Excellence, Celebration, 
History Lives Here  

Webpage

Black Excellence Celebration, History Lives Here webpage
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https://www.dcdsb.ca/en/parents/black-excellence-celebration-history-lives-here.aspx


Communications – Black Excellence, Celebration, 
History Lives Here (Cont’d)

Focusing on Black Students Without Borders at Archbishop Denis O’Connor Catholic High School
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oG6d3vgpQCo&t=2s


Communications - Social Media
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Durham Black History Month
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• DCDSB partnered with Cultural Expressions Art 
Gallery Inc., who presented the 16th Annual Durham 
Black History Month Celebration on Saturday, 
February 4, 2023 

• Durham’s longest running and most extensive, free 
Black History Month event

• The event featured community networking, 
performances by local artists, presentation of the 
annual Madiba award, and a keynote presentation in 
the Notre Dame Catholic Secondary School/J. Clarke 
Richardson Collegiate auditorium.



Looking ahead…

• Planning for 2024 Black History Month starts from March this year

• Events planned to incorporate students and staff participation

• Increased community involvement 

• Ongoing learning on Black history and excellence in Canada
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